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Syntax
• The term syntax refers not 

only to the structure of 
sentences, their types, their 
uses, their connection, and 
the variations authors 
choose, but also to smaller 
structures within sentences.

• Phrases (any group of 
words) clauses (groups of 
words that contain a subject 
and a verb) are also 
syntactic elements that 
require a reader’s attention.

• There are also patterns
based on 

• Length of sentences
• Purpose of sentences
• Structure of sentences
• Repetition of sentences
• Punctuation within 

sentences



Syntax
• The word Syntax originates from the 

Greek words uυν meaning "together" 
and taxis meaning "sequence, order, 
arrangement". Syntax refers to word 
order and sentence structure. Normal 
word order in English sentences is 
firmly fixed in
- subject
-verb
-object
sequence or subject-verb-
complement.

http://www.types-of-poetry.org.uk/87-syntax-literary-term.htm



Sentence Length
telegraphic shorter than 5 words in length

short approximately 5 words in length

medium approximately 18 words in length

long long and involved – 30 words or more length



Purpose of Sentences
• Syntax affects the pace of a piece. 
• Short, clipped phrases, sentences and clauses tend to create a feeling of quickness, decisiveness, and 

speed to a piece. It is important to be aware of the content of a piece and look for connections to 
syntax. Pay attention to how pacing relates to the action and purpose of a particular piece. 

• Long, convoluted sentences, especially with subordinate clauses at the beginning tend to slow the pace 
of a piece. Often they are connected to a contemplative section, a heavy or serious subject and the 
writer wants to emphasize it. Sometimes, however, they are placed in a piece for the purpose of 
demonstrating the ramblings of a character, the ludicrousness of an idea, or the ridiculousness of a 
situation. Watch for occasional satire or irony in these long sentences. 

Types of 
sentences 
declarative The king is sick. makes a statement assertive 
imperative Cure the king! gives a command authoritative 
interrogative Is the king sick? asks a question questioning 
exclamatory The king is dead; long live the king! makes an exclamation emotional 

 Rhetorical 
question 

a question that expects no answer; it is used to draw attention to a point and 
is generally stronger than a direct statement 
If Mr. Ferchoff is always fair, as you have said, why did he refuse to listen 
to Mrs. Baldwin’s arguments? 

Rhetorical 
fragment 
 

a sentence fragment used deliberately for a persuasive purpose or to create 
a desired effect 
Something to consider. 
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Sentence Structure
Sentence Structures
simple sentence contains one subject and one verb

has only one main, complete thought 
The singer bowed to her adoring audience.

compound sentence contains two independent clauses joined by a coordinate conjunction (and, but, or) or by a 
semicolon
has two or more main, complete thoughts. Two or more simple sentences are joined, usually with or, 
but, or and. 
The singer bowed to the audience, but she sang no encores.

complex sentence has one simple sentence and one or more clauses. These clauses are connected to the simple sentence 
with words like because, while, when, if, as, although, since, unless, after, so, which, who, and that. 
contains an independent clause and one or more subordinate clauses
After she bowed to the audience, the singer sang an encore. 

compound-complex sentence a combination of the above 
contains two or more principal clauses and one or more subordinate clauses
The singer bowed while the audience applauded, but she sang no encores.

Loose sentence makes complete sense if brought to a close before the actual ending
We reached Edmonton/that morning/after  a turbulent flight/and some exciting experiences.

Periodic sentence makes sense only when the end of the sentence is reached
That morning, after a turbulent flight and some exciting experiences, we reached Edmonton.

Balanced sentence the phrases and clauses balance each other by virtue of their likeness of structure, meaning, or length
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters



Sentence Structure

Natural order of a sentence involves constructing a sentence so the subject comes before the predicate
Oranges grow in California.

Inverted order of a sentence 
(sentence inversion)

involves constructing a sentence so the predicate comes before the subject (this is a device in 
which normal sentence patterns are reversed to create an emphatic or rhythmic effect)
In California grow oranges.



• A simple sentence consists of one independent 
clause; thus, it must have a subject and a predicate.
– For example

• Certain lizards can climb trees.
– lizards (subject)
– can climb (verb/predicate)

• A simple sentence can have a compound subject, a 
compound verb or both.
– For example

• During the 1800’s hunters and trappers went west of 
the Mississippi and explored new territory in America.

– hunters . . . trappers (compound subject)
– went . . . explored (verbs/predicates)

Simple Sentence



• A compound sentence consists of two or more
independent clauses but NO dependent clauses.  A 
compound sentence should be composed of only 
closely related independent clauses joined by a  
coordinating conjunction such as for, and, nor, but, or, 
yet, or so. Think of it as FANBOYS. Except for very short 
sentences, coordinators are always preceded by a comma.

– For Example
• We went to a movie last night, but it was rather boring.

– We went to the move last night,  (independent clause)
– but it was rather boring. (independent clause) 

• The stew is in the oven, the salad is on the counter, and 
the dessert is in the freezer.

– The stew is in the oven, (independent clause)
– the salad is on the counter, (independent clause)
– and the dessert is in the freezer. (independent clause)

Compound Sentence



• A complex sentence has an independent clause joined 
by one or more dependent clauses. A complex 
sentence always has a subordinator such as because, 
since, after, although, or when or a relative pronoun 
such as that, who, or which.
– We bought him a wallet that has his initials on it.

• We bought him a wallet (independent clause)
• that has his initials on it. (subordinate clause)

– We took Ann to the hospital because we were 
worried that her injury might be serious.

• We took Ann to the hospital (independent clause)
• because we were worried (subordinate clause)
• that her injury might be serious. (subordinate clause)

Complex Sentence



• A compound-complex sentence is made from two 
independent clauses and one or more dependent 
clauses.
– Although I like to go camping, I haven't had the 

time to go lately, and I haven't found anyone to 
go with. 

• independent clause: "I haven't had the time to go 
lately"

• independent clause: "I haven't found anyone to go 
with"

• dependent clause: "Although I like to go camping... " 
• http://www.eslbee.com/sentences.htm

Compound-Complex Sentence

http://www.eslbee.com/sentences.htm
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